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FCHURCHYENG LAND, 


In a Letter to his Friend. 


RICHMOND April 3. 1696. 
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Y anſwer to the ſecond asking my name to the Aſſociation ,  'to 
"Mr. Singer, Bodicoare, and Smithyes who made the firſt demand, 
AM -1 know not who they all are, that I am asked .to Aſſociate 
Ha. : But if they be, ; 7” 
*rNd > ys Many of the Univerſal Webb, as are willing to joyn their names 
; th Ny nfſhe, 1 hoſe Bells and Bonfires have never failed hitherto to: Argue 
Hy aipore Mu: con with equal Blaze and Noiſe 3 —O- "hs 


om hs ne; 


= 


the 1. into tis Enemies hands ; or if they be, 
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_. HI. Poknrary Adareſſers, with Lives and Fortunes both of them hither: 
to never touch'd or ventur'd, firſt to Charles the T. in the Protefta'ion, 
and in the Solermn League and Covenant ; then to the Rump Parliament, then 
to the two Crommells, then to the Rump again, then to the Commirree of 
Safety; afterwards to Charles and James the II. into whoſe Aſſociation 
I thank God I never entred before ; or if they be, 

IV. Any of the Circamciſion, who will be ſure to forſake King Wilian 

. when their expc&ed Maſſias Appears. 

I fear that by puting my name to the Aſſociation now a foot, in ſuch 
Company as aforeſaid, I ſhall bind:my ſelf in the ſenſe of an honeſt man 
to ſach uncertain Creatures, as will not be firmly bound tame, but will 
1227 mein the lurch, as they have left others their Aſſociates hereto- 

"fore ; and incaſe they ſhall hereafter break and divide into two Contrary 
2nd Hoſtile Parts, or Faftions ; that: both fides,,will with equal reaſon 
expect I ſhould joyn with them, by virtue of my having entred into an 

Aſſociation with them. | 

or which Cauſe ( before I do it) it were . wifdom to take as much 

Bt Ix the Law allows me, for enquiring more perfetly who my Aſſo- 
MEote. and in the mean time to continue King Williams moſt faith« 

| Tr Sla as my Oath of Altegiance obliges me to be, which hitherto. 
ts HE exattly obſerved. | | nn 

-DyY hearing that, ſome of Jou.were at my. houſe again- to (day for a 

Smore ſpeedy anſwer, and finding alſo, that feveral of my beft beloved 

\" and moſt honoured Pariſhioners, bave done the ſame without demur, 

and by conſequence car pnt ſuch a tolerable fenſe upon the words. as I 
have found it hard to do. _ 77 the 2 | 

' For theſe Reaſons being. willing to ſuffer 1n ſoworthy Company, by 

the foreſeen Knavery and falſhood of other our fettow-Afſociates, Tt hare 
taken the more pains to hunt out for ſome good ſenſe that the words may 


be capable of. og | FF: 8 | 
} And therefore in that ſenſe I am ready to put my Name to the Aſo 
| ation-whenſoever you ſhall ask it; . which ſenſe is. as. here follows, ..10- 


three Articles, _. 4; 5 
I. By theſe words (trueand Lawful-King ) 1 mean while he ſhall con- 
tinue to..be owned for ſuch, by , the three Eſtates: of . this-Realm,, freely 
and. fully: aſſembled 'in Parliament, for I have no other skilfof fuch 
Rights and Titles. Ns 
_.inmy power, I donot:mean all thoſe whom ſome of my fellow Aﬀſoci- 
Ei tvnger one) Bu when xaos ee ls 
| avenger for one,)} But whom my ſelf not only ſuſpect. or Dees 
but know and can. prove to be his Enenies. —_ NL. By 


11. By the King's Exzemies, which I promiſe to be revenged of, if it lies. 


I. The Kirke of Scorland, who ſold their Royal Refugee R. Charles 
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Il. By promiſing to be revenged on them to my power, I do not 
mcan (tho it were in my power ) to kill or hurt one of them, becauſe 
all Religions teach Revenge to be a fſin'in a private” perſon, according 
to that precept.of St. Paul, Revenge not your ſelves, but only that if I be 
Commiſſioned by the Publick Magiſtrate , whom the ſame {Apoſtle calls 
an Avenger to execute wrath, to bring the King's Enemies to alegal. Tryal; 
That ſo Juſtice may be done them ; I will diſcharge my Office ir ſuch 
deligated Revenge. Witneſs my hand. d; 
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. RefleFions one the Mimfter of Richmond's 


Reaſons, SC. 


M AT x. 1696. 


s . f p 
T Had yours laſt Poſt, wherein you deſire my thoughts of the Miniſter 
" of RichmonaPs Paper delivered at}your Quarter Seſſions. But. | muſt / 
tell you, that Ilook upon my ſelf to be as unfit to Reflett on it, as 
twas for him to write it. 1. Becauſe of my great diſtance, and unac- 
quaintance with the Man, and his Hiſtory and Principles, Converſation 


'and Communication, which to underſtand, might furniſh -a Reflector 


with-great advantages ; whereas I know no more, ( nor ever heard any 
more) of him, than that he is the Miniſter of Richmond, who, you 
fay, wrote ſuch'a Paper : and ſo whether | may uſe him too ſharply, or 
toogently,lI cannot {> well judge. 2. Becauſe the matters of State,which ' 
are his Subje&, are the fartheſt from my Studies: And for ſuch things 
| ſubmit my ſelf to the Information of thoſe, whoſe Profeſſion and Ta- 
lent it is; not ſo much as-pretending my. ſelf to any accuracy therein. 
For you know, I lye low here in the Country obſcurity, ſeldom looking 
out of my little Pariſh, or ſo much as ſeeing any Accounts of the Publick 
News, but what you' now- and then tranſmit. And'3.-Becauſeat this 
time I am taken up with buſineſs, that ſets my Thoughts on working 
quite another way : ſo that I- atz' more: than ordinary indiſpoſed for 
the underta ng wherein you would engage me. Yet when it is to com» 
ply. with-the'tGqueſt of a Friend;and'alſs to ſhew 'my forwardneſs to 

; | 2 0 
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do any thing that I am able for the ſervice of my Dear, as well a; 
Dread Soveraign King Huiam, to whom (as I am a Proteſtant SubjeR,) 
I cannot but own my ſelf more obliged than to. any. Perſon in the 
world; and for whom | lately entr'd the Aſſociation, as formerly 1 
took the Oath of Allegiance, without: the leaſt heſitation ; 1 will ad« 
venture to ſay ſomewhat, which ( tho Mean and Dilute, my ,paſs be- 
tween- you and me, as well as ſome Anſwers and Refleftions, which [ 
ſee, even in Print ; ( particularly what" you laſt ſent me ) that run at a 
low Ebb ; and do not ſay half that might be ſaid, nor with that 4camen 
and Quickneſs, which an Ingentous Man would wiſh. Till the thing 
then be better done, ( which I doubt not but we ſhall ſhortly ſee, from 
# ſome of the Town Pens) 1 will make a little bold with my Reverend Bro: 
ther, Tho he ſeems to bea man of Accompliſhments above my Level,and 


too nimble for me at Diſputaticn, yet | do not fear the honeſt Defence - 


of a good Cauſe, againſt any one,. let him be never ſo much to big for 
me in other reſpets. Nor do] think I ought to ſpare one of my own 
"Sacred Calling, when that* Calling gives him the ſad advantage of 
poyſoning the more People with ſuch wiid Tenents, as, arediſtruQive 
to all Government. As you and I, and the world too well know, what 
ſervice to their Countrey, too many of our Clergymen have thus done 
of late years. | 

- In the firſt place, my Thoughtsare, That it would have made as much 
for the Credit of this Miniſter, if he had refuſed to ſign the Aſſiciation, 
as'to do it with ſuch gloſſes and farcaſtical Reflections upqn his own aQt- 
on ; in which he ſeems not ty ſhew ſo much 'Loyalty to his Soveraign, 
as Deference to his beſt Beloved and moſt Honoured Pariſhioners : who 
{ after all his Hunting out for ſome good ſenſe which the words of the 
Aſſociation might be capable of were his beſt Caſuiſts, (by-their pra- 
ice) to inſtfuct-him, how tolerable it was to. do that, which-for ſome 
Parochial Conſiderations) he might have found intolkerable:,to omit; . I 
am 2Þpt to conjecture by his writing, that -he is a De Fatg-Man, that 
was for declaring ſich ſenſes of his Swearing, as now he docs of his 
- Aſociating. However he tells the world, that he is a Captiops Man : 
For as he begins with a Cavil, ſo methinks he diſcovers more of a Con- 
tradicous , than of a Conſcientious Spirit through out. _ 

His great Quarrel is at the Company, with which he is.to, Aſlocnte ; 
moſt of which, { in my- opinion} his modeſty ſhould have thought good 
enough for the Miniſter of Richxond : When he has all the Lords and 
Commory, in Parliament{but an inconſiderable. handful) and all his ſpirt- 
tnal Fathers ( but one, whom few thipk fit to be called a Father) and 
the moſt and beſt of the.Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and. Commonaliy 
throwout the Land, for his. Aſſociates. Yet it's a mortification. £0, 2u 
to joyn with the Mobbe 1 know -not-it ever that Frjgtitful Beak gare 
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him a-Kick, to leave a prejudice there : But under that name of dif- 
grace, 1 doubt not but he may find as honeſt, as in any Jacobite - Aſſem- 
bly. Nor need he count it any diſparagement to go with the multitude, 
when it isnot to Evil: Yea when the multitude run not by them- 
ſelves, but after ſuch another multitude, worthier than themſelves as 
I have: nam'd. And after he has better conſidered it, I hope he will 
conclude it more Eligible, to follow them into the Aſſaſſination, than to 
follow Sir John Friends. Tutors; that would lead him into the Aſſociation 
whither that Dod@rine lately preached at Tyburn, carries the Party, 
without Remorſe. But this Belua multorum Capitum, (which he could 
ſo hardly condeſcend to ſhake hands with!) often gives us the trueſt fenſe 
of the Nation) as one Man, Nor is their Blaze and Noiſe ſo Equal, but 
they could make a vaſt difference between King James's Declarationand 
King William's Aſſociation, being Dull and all a-morr at the one ; but 
full of Tranſport, and all Life and Briskneſs at the other. _ 

What his Traiterons Scors did for their Royal Refugee King Charles, 
fear we have as Traiterous Engliſh ready to do for their Royal Refugee 
King Williams. And tho there's no hold. of ſome mens Oaths or Aſſoci- 
| ations; yet" I have more Charity, than to call all pretenders Hypocrites, 

and am willing to hope my Partners honeſt, till Icatch *em playing the 
Knave,-. And 'tis my conſolation, that now bjoyn with a vaſt body of 
honeſt Men, that are hearty Williamites, tho here and there a parcel . 
of rotten ſticks. cleave to the ſame Tree. | | 

1 leave ſuch as have wheePd about all the points of the Compaſs, . 
to make their own Defences, but I cannot be ignorant, That there are 
more Weathercocks belonging to our Churches than what. are on the 
Steeples. And ſuch as will do what they count .hardly tolerable to be 
done for the keeping of their Poſts,, ought not to complain of others , 
for ſh, fting from King to Kump, then to the Cromwetss, then to the 
Rump. again, then to the Commutree wf Safety, afternards to King Charles , 
ara James. I would ſooner loſe all, for being a profeſſed 7acobzre, 
than hold the Truth in unrighteouſneſs, to hold my Benefice, and Swear 
to King 1Viliam, while I hold in with his: worſt Enemies. Q my ſoul, 
come not thou into the {ecrets of ſuch men ©. Vnto their Aſſembly mine fot 
be nit thou united * for in their anger they would bave ſlain a man: ( even 
the Man of Gods right hand, whom he has made ſtrong for-himſelf, ) 
And in their ſelf-will, would they have digged down a Wall, even the Wal 
of our Government, - that ſaves us from Ruine "ruſhing in vpon us, ft 
wonder not atall, that the Addreſſers with Lives and Fortunes, call/d 
Voluntary, ſhould fail King, James in his need; when I remember, with 
what mean baſe Artifices, thoſe Addreſſes were gather'd.; and how 
Notorious they were, to be a labour'd contrivance, for the ſerving.of a 
Turn, and none of the Nations At and Deed. ta 
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Now for his Circumciſion-men, ( who are brought in here, I know 
not how, unleſs to ſtur the Aſſociation. ) 'He need not trouble his head 
with frights of their deſerting him, iff they do but keep their faith with 
King William, till ſuch time as their expeted Meſſias appears. And 
ſhould any of the reſt leave him in the lurch, by deſerting the King 
whom they acknowledged for their Rightful ®rince : This Miniſter may 
yet be ſecure, in ſpight of *em; if himſelf follow not after 'em : becauſe 
he will have better and ſtronger than they on his ſide. However. I 
hope he will not thihk, (with Tach Traitors) that they have equal reaſon 
as the other to expe his joyning with %em, by virtue of that Aſſbciati- 
on, which obliges both him and them to ſtick to their Soveraign Kin 
William, againſt all his Oppoſers.- And ſhould the Knavery and Falſhood: 
which ae foreſees, throw him upon ſuffering, he would not have only the 
worthy Company of his beſt Beloved and moſt Honoured Pariſhioners 
but of all his Proteſtant Country-men and Aſſociates, that are upright and- 
faithful in the Land. And to adventure inthe ſame Bottom with ſuch, 
1 know not what good Man would ſcruple. 

His 3 Articles of Explahation, he might have ſpar'd : For who, that: 
hand not a mind to be troubleſome, would ſtumble at ſach Straws ? But 
now he has given them, they need themſelves a little to be explained, 
For (1. ) 'Tho he profefſes to learn all his skill of Rights 'and Titles, - 
from the 3 Eſtates of this Realm aſſembled in Parliament, (wherein I 

commend his Choice, for going to fo. good a School for that inftrudi- 
on.) Yetthere may be equyocation in the Terms, [Freely and Fully] for 
I know not but ſomebody may queſtion, whether their Ele&ion were 
Free, or whether their Ads be valid, ſhould any of the Members be 
wanting there, or ſhould there be fome in the Houſe, that do not con- 
ſent with the reſt, to own the King as Rightful. But I have another 
Conſideration upon this Article, which will affe& him more than any 
thing I have yet ſaid, if what I think herein ſhall be confirmd by the 
Learned in the Law, unto whom ( concerning this Point) I muſt refer - 
you,For I amreally of the Opinion that'tis noleſs than Treaſonableto fay, 
L will own the King for my Soveraign, no longer than the Three Eſtates 
of this Realm freely and fully afſembled in Parliament fhall own him for 
True and Lawful. Thol cannot entertain ſo hard and wicked a thought 
of the Parliament, That the Majority of *em will ever turn ſuch Rene- 
gades to his Majeſty, yet ( when this Writer urges me to put 
the Caſe) ſuppoſe they ſhould ? ſure they would only render themſelves 
reſponſible for the Treaſon ; but not at all Diveſt the King of his Roy- 
al Authority. Still he is never the leſs King, for their Deſerting and 
Renouncing him ; as long as he does not Deſert them, nor Abdicate 
the Government; nor can they (at their Pleaſure ) call back the Truft 


which they have lodged in him;” or the: Allegiance that they have given 


. up to'him.Even they that made him King, have not ſuch Power to unmake 


= him. Tho he can when he will, make them no Parliament , they #4. 


v 
Sir this 4s all in great haſt,to 
Jive you the ſuden Thoughts of 
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HFA Defence of the Arch-biſhop? s Sermon on the Death of hb 
Late Majeſty of Bleſſed Memory : And of the Sermons of the Late Arche 
biſhop, Bp. of Lichfield and Coventry, Bp. of Ely, Bp. of Salibury +; 
Sherlock, Dr; Wake, Mr. Fleetwood, &c.-preact*d upon That, and ke ve 
Other Solemn Occaſions. Being a Vidication of the Late 
Preſent, Majeſty, and the Government, from. the Malicious: 
caſt upon them in twolate Pamphiets ; One entituled, Rediin'tks 
Late Sermons, &c. The Other, A Letter #9 the Author of "L es 
at the Funeral of her Late Majeſty Queen Mary, London ws 
Harris at the Harrow, in Little-Britt ain. - Price 6d. | 


HED A letter to the Three Abſolvers, Mr. Cook, Mr. Collier 
fnarr. BeingRefleQions on the Papers delivered by Sir. Tohn' Friend 
Sir Wilhkam Parkins, to the Sheriffs of London" and Middleſex, 4 
the place of Execution, : April 3. 1696. Which ſaid P'4 2k 
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| BN An Anfiver to Mr Colliers Defence of his Abſol tion: of | 
William:Parkins at the place of "Execution, ©: Which Defence is Pt 
length, and conhdered* Rvagraghs by Pargraph. Price} 2 4.” of i :40 
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